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CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) 

BILL SUBMISSION FROM MR ALASDAIR CAMERON 

I do not support the Children (Equal Protection from Assault) (Scotland) Bill. 
 
Current laws already protect children from child abuse including beating, hitting 

and even smacking with unreasonable force. This Bill would do absolutely 

nothing to deter or punish anyone who genuinely abuses a child, however, it 

would turn any parent who chooses to use a light smack as a form of discipline 

into a criminal. This would put additional pressure on police and social work 

systems which, at times, already appear to be at breaking point. It is simply a 

fact that children are not adults. They are not physically, emotionally or mentally 

as developed as an adult and therefore cannot be treated as an adult would in 

all situations. This is already reflected in many laws in the country, for example 

laws which regulate the age at which you can drive, get married, drink alcohol 

and also the age of criminal responsibility. In a similar way, children do not 

understand the consequences of all their actions or understand potential risks as 

fully as an adult would, especially  young children. It is therefore the parents’ 

duty to guide and teach their child what is right and wrong and what is and isn’t 

safe. This will naturally involve disciplining a child which may sometimes need to 

take the form of a smack in order to enable a child to understand and protect 

them from potential danger. I do not think that smacking should be used as a 

regular form of discipline, however, for some children a smack may be required 

occasionally to teach the child what isn’t safe. It should be the parents not the 

state’s decision when this is an appropriate method of discipline and they should 

be able to do this without fear of becoming a criminal. For example, if a child is 

about to touch a log burner which is on and potentially get a very serious burn, it 

is only right that the parent disciplines the child in order to deter them from trying 

to do this again and to keep them safe. For some children it may be appropriate 

and effective to just give them a serious talking to but for others this may require 

a smack. It would be completely unloving for a parent to stand back and watch 

while the child gives themselves a serious burn. It is surely better, and far less 

painful, for a child to get a light smack once and therefore learn that you 

shouldn’t touch a log burner than to touch a log burner, experience severe pain 

and probably get permanent scarring. A loving parent giving a child a smack in a 

controlled way as part of disciplining them is in no way equivalent to child abuse. 

Disciplining a child is part of the job of being a loving parent to bring up a child to 

be a moral and responsible adult in society. I believe passing this Bill would 

have negative consequences for both family life and the wider society. 


